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OREAL INSTITU 


A REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO EXHUME THE REMAINS 


OF CHARLES FRANCIS HALL 


Under the auspices of the Smithsonian Institution and 
Of contYace (LO “the publishing firm of Alfred, Knopf, .Inc., 

I am writing a biography of Charles Francis Hall (1821-1871) 
the American arctic explorer. .In connection with this book, 
I applied in December, 1966 for permission to travel to 
northwest Greenland in order to examine and photograph the 
site of Hall's grave, which is near Polaris Bay, Hall Basin; 
on February 1, 1967 I was informed by the Banish Embassy in 
Maghineton that I would need no special permit for such a 
project. 

Since then, after examining a United States government 
document that is partly concerned with the circumstances 
surrounding Hall's death, I have come to the conclusion that 
more should be done than merely to examine and photograph the 
grave. With the assistance of a doctor, I would like to 
examine his remains in order to determine, if pe ceiplee the 


cause of his death. 


E< 


im 


The title of the document is "Report to the President 
of the United States of the Action of the Navy Department in 
the matter of the disaster to the United States exploring 
expedition toward the North Pole, accompanied by a report of 
the examination of the rescued party." It was submitted to 
the President of the United States by the Secretary of the 
Navy on Jlne L/ ele/S-a brierly,. the story behind the 
document is this: 

Hall died relatively early in the expedition. He was 
suddenly taken inl. after’ returning to the ship from a sledge 
journey, and he died after two weeks of perlodic violent 
sickness. He was buried on November Ll, 1871. Om the 
night of “October ,15, 1872, almost a year after his death, 
nineteen members of the expedition were separated from the 


ship during a storm in Smith Sound and were trapped on an 


ice floe. Under command of George Tyson, navigator of the 


Polaris, they remained on the drifting floe for six months, 


finally to be rescued off Labrador by a sealer. As rapidly 
as possible they were transported to Washington, where they 


were examined by a Navy Board of Inquiry. ‘Report to the 


Presidciveeeaweecmiarcelyearverbatinm transcription ofathat 
examination. 


The two books that deal at length with the Polaris 


Expedition (Narrative of the North Polar Expedition, U. S$. 
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Ship Polaris, ed.) Ci4H. Davis 41876 )<and Arctic Experiences, 


Containing Capt. George E. Tyson's Wonderful DULG onset ae 
Ice=-Floe.-edy EB. Vale Blake [1874]) both report the results 


of the inquiry, but neither examines in any detail the 
actual testimony of the members of "Tyson's Drift" about 

the death of Charles Francis Hall. The Board judged that 
Hall had died! a natural death, and both Davis and Blake 
accept. that. judgement. sEtels understandable that the Board 
reached the decision that it dud. “The Polaris Expedition was 
a United States government operation, and had received a 
$50,000 appropriation from Congress. Even setting aside the 
dubious circumstances of Hall's death, the expedition had 
been a scandal. Especially after Hall had died, morale had 
been perilously low. Captain S. O. Budington had been 
drinking heavily, and there had been serious tensions among 
thes officers) and men. The separation of Tyson and his® party 
from the ship cast doubts on the competence of Budington 

and others who were aboard the ship at the time. When the 
Board came to its conclusions, it ‘was under political 
pressure, and there was more concern with finding the still 
missing Polaris and its men than with forming damaging 
conclusions about Hall's death. Things were bad enough 
WithoutpraLsingethncmspecter son murder. Both, Blake's <and 
MavVisus Dooks,. especiamly Davis cs, which, as an official. 
government account, gloss over the disagreeable aspects of 


the expedition, but those aspects are very clear in the 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/requestforpermisOOunse 


"Report" and in manuscript journals of various members of 
the expedition. 

Actually, the conclusion drawn by the Board that Hall 
died a natural death was probably correct, although the cause 
might have been illnesses other than the assumed "apoplexy." 
(See the enclosed report of Doctor Franklin Paddock, who will 
accompany me to Greenland if Seite aa 1s granted to 
examine Hall's remains.) But there is enough evidence of 
Hiurder rite hes Reports: to cast doubts on the Board's right 
to come to its conclusion so easily without further investiga- 
tion. If this case were a recent one and the evidence were 
presented before a modern court, exhumation mre pact mortem 


would undoubtedly be ordered. 


dig iat 


Below are quotations from the "Report" that bear 
direchivaonestpemcarcumsibances soLeHawe' s. deaths They 
obviously represent only a small portion of the one hundred 
and sixty-one page document. If the members of the Commission 
wish to see the entire document, I will arrange to have a 
Xerox copy sent to Denmark. 

From the testimony of George Tyson: 

Question. Did anything remarkable happen 
while you were at Disco [where the Polaris put 


in before going farther north], and was there 
eany difficulty with any of the officers or crew? 
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Answer. Nothing very remarkable, sir. The 
most remarkable thing on board I know of was the 
conduct of the sailing-master, Captain Budington; 
TRG tad cemmnuct im Ons Deate Oleh ter Sit aaDUL oi teat: 


Must tell alive knowhandsthougcht. Lf must ssayechat 


he was a disorganizer from the very. commencement. 


Question. How do you mean; how did he dis- 
organize? : 


Answer. By associating himself with the crew, 
and slandering his commander, and in other ways 
that I might mention. 


OUgSi OnmmlelLalsmbavesstne wahol eeOoL as te 
Answere Well, sir, he associated himself 
with the crew very much cursing his commander, 


and blaming him, and speaking slightingly of him. 


Question. Was it Captain Hall of whom he 
so spoke? 


ATISIWe Gm any Comes Lie 
Question. In what way, particularly? 


ANSWol cer Liehte  Owneway gle COULGsIOL GescnuLbe 
Tae Omny Ole 


Question. What seemed to be his ground of 
complaint, aif sany2 


Answer. His ground of complaint was, that the 
captain was not a seaman. On the most frivolous 
things he would be among the crew and complaining 
Ofe CaptalneHalle 


Question. Was he insubordinate to the captain 
in any way? 


Answer. 0, no, sir; he was very subordinate 
to the captain in his presence. 


Question. Anything else? 
Answer. Nothing more, in particular; he was 
Mmchinedmvotakesprovicwons:, sir,).and “privately 


consume them. 


Question. Was Captain Hall aware that he was 
acting in this way? 
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Answer. I suppose he was. 


Question. Did Captain Hall have any particular 
Rditficulty with, him or anybodywselseron board the 
ship? 


Answer. Just as we were leaving Saint John's, 
he had a difficulty with Captain Buddington, and he 
threatened to send him home at Disco. 


Question. What about? 


ANSWer t@ELedidmanot. See it sas eneaniy ac fcould 
ascertain, it was about drawing the staple of one 
Of sthemlockers@tnav contained some provisions .. es1 
dopnotwmeant ts touorsme biwas os Ome Giang torea tant 
forget what it was, whether it was sugar or milk, or 
what. 


Question. swelhavp was the first ditficulty you 
knew of? 


eneniese: Thatawas, cthewLinrge t words oeknew OLmnis 
having with Captain Buddington. 


Question. Were you present at the conversation? 


ANSWeG eNO wisi see neardalt. rom Gaptain 
Buddington himself. I suppose I may as well say 
how wimscamer poghear “ten Het came out on deck.cursing 
as usual, and said it was likely he would go home at 
Disco; but he believed something would happen to get 
Dimeout  oreit: s herneversdidvcet-anto “ay bad scrape 
that hendidenoteseusout ol. 9 "CaptarnHallecalledwme 
IntOramroomemanGraskedemesaboutelte, <L. tolamhined 
thought Buddington had taken a Little too much, and 
that probably he would do better in the future; and 
it passed over. | 


Question. Did anything more of this kind 
happen at Disco? 


Answer. All that happened, I believe, was that 
Captain Buddington broke into the liquor there. 


After we had become settled in winter-quarters [at 
Polarie Bay] Mr. Chester, Drs Bessels, and the ctwo 
natives went off hunting, and were gone two days. 
The two Esquimaux, Joe and Hans, went with them. 
On theirereturn, Captain Hall prepared to go on 


nat Sail Sauna, { 
atid aks a rey eae : 
“MR at Kes yt 


Noes 


an expedition himself--a sledge expedition. This 
Was eile OctObCy amicus tantveduony ties LOth of (October. 
Mr. Chester went with him, and the two natives, 
Chester and Hans, on one sled, and Captain’) Hall 

and Joewoneanother., \ Theysreturnedzal litt levarter 
one=o clock onmehee24tn of October: were yconelaust 
two weeks. I saw Captain Hall off when he went. 

I saw him when he came back; I met him on the shore. 
He went to 82°--not as far as we had been with the 
ship--to what we called Newman's Bay, a bay on the 
east side of Robeson Channel. I talked with him 
when he came back; I had a few words when he was on 
the Shovew Hesse id emwacne vermbetter iris stare: 
he enjoyed his sledge journey amazingly, and was 
going right off on another journey, and wished me 
COpeomwotieninms sHewdidenovcecre bl me sanythingeabout 
thesparcutcularcmon Mus yourney.  mlewacma taWwork 
outside, banking up the ship, putting a banking of 
snow-blocks up about ten feet thick, to keep away 
thewcold sand et cose s lmsnads Deent ats WOrk ,atielt 
several days when Captain Hall returned, and as soon 
as he went ons boards is resumedemy workzy it soonsarter 
cameonsdark,. and ly went, om. board} loheard -heswas 
elcksabDouUbeanenoOuriarLler@nilsarrlval-elecannot tell 
who told me. I went into the cabin, and he was lying 
iientesbereh.s Hemgalduhe rele ssa ck.at Niss.ctomach. 
I aske@vif) he did#not think an emetic would do him 
SOCU a le Salon iene sWacwbd LvOuse la Louch tmall 
emetic would do good. He said he thought he was 
bilious. He grew rapidly worse, and soon became 
delice Stel edomnoteyiinkertbawase 24 hours before 
he became delirious. He did not say anything about 
his symptoms excepting that he felt sick at his 
stomach; that was all the remark he made to me. 
ThensneecrewsdelirLouseme ice Chaeiverrand Mr. Mont on 
watched with him. At times Captain Hall would call 
Nepeandel wouldectieanderadlkawithehimet ona, times 

He was delirious. 


Quesuion. elDidghemeveratalkyvery rationally 
after he was taken i11? 


Answer. a. think about) the Sd of November, after 
he had been sick seven or eight days, he got better; 
he talked rationally, and went to writing about his 
DUSINeocwmEnUtshe sti Leap peared * LOU Dem tid micstiseron 
one subject; he thought some one was going to injure 
him; he was very suspicious; he seemed to think 
somebody was going to poison him. In his first 
delirium he accused about everybody; but when he 
was up and appeared rational, he did not say 
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anything to me about 10), ‘butshe was very particular 
what he took. 


Question. Who rejoiced in his death? 
Answer. Captain Buddington. 
Question. Did anybody else? 


Answer. I thought it relieved some of the 
Scientifiowparty of some anxiety «a They didinot 
mourn him, at least. I know Captain Buddington so 
expressed himself, that he was relieved of a great 
loadebyat hes deatinmom Coptainena ll. 


Question. Why? 


Answer. I. do not*-know; I never asked him. He 
Was SLOOmS TCC LLOne Dns slEsuppose. 


Questions The criticism. you have to, make: of 
Captain Buddington is, that he would get drunk when 
he had a chance? 


Answer warLNemcriticismealenave to make 1s, ‘that 
the man had neither heart nor soul in the expedition. 
Poewas NOGsISmInLenL LOM (tO. 90) North we hemcould 
hel pail wweutomiGelewac COmCO.tLOuboOnueroulke: sand 
spend his time, while the others tried to get to 
they polle-mwhitiesneswas takine care “of himself ithe 
others’ should go on; and then he would return home 
with the rest. That was the headquarters he had 
£ixed sol thems dene Lawalicelouso above. that ashe 
wanted the ship to lie there, and the rest to go 
on. That was his whole ambition. 


Question. How did you gather that? 


Answer. I gathered it from his own conversa- 
CRON piemtcCLedatOmpreven. sue sil ps LGom ec Olncatp 
Smiths? Sound; andsatter they got carried there; she 
finally succeeded in stopping her where she was 
Stopped for the winter. As soon as Captain Hall 
died hestrieditoy have thepship.returnilarther 
south. He swore nobody should do anything. 
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Question. Did Captain Hall intend to be away 
more than two weeks when he set out on his sledge 
journey? 


Answer. I do not know his exact intentions; 
he said, on starting, that he would be gone about a 
fortnight.» Ladonst Knowhow phigh he expected eto go 
that? tripye bute cpeaking™abouteLe before, herstarted, 
hewsardetomme, referring to wGaptain Budding toneg. "1 
Cannot os test iatuamaliael “Warts LOeSO On aisledse 
HNOULNCYSeandstaewancue you tO; co wath mer bute don t 
knowshow tomieaverhim on the ship; I want to go. on 
this sledgesgourney, and Ll want. to reach av higher 
Jatitudesthansranrny.did before: mynneturn s!! 4 


A few days afterward he told me he would leave 
me vandmtakesGnester-. “ing case* thetvessel ‘should 
break out, he wanted me there to assist Captain 
Bud dire one mie meh iawn irene ns trict Lone,» Dube ado 
not know what -they, were., “He took Chester with, hime 
and=they Gotuupeto Newman sebay, latitude 82° 6% 
That was the farthest they got on that journey. 


Question. What became of his papers after he 
died? 


AniSweG fale OmltOLeKnomsuel ubninKe the. native 
Esquimaux Joe has some now in a box. I saw the 
handwriting of Captain Hall) in the winter-in a box. 

I told him to keep them safe. I understand since 
thatene wtookMthemmoutsOore the schip, 9 leamvatraidy that 
those which Joe rescued will be all that will be left 
ofeCaptatny halite papers. 


Question. Was there no public examination of 
hic pape remainuecne =presence, of) theyorficers 2 


Answer. No, sir; his journal was taken round, 
and scanned by one and another. 


OQucstlonemmwere sLheyanot certified and sealed 


ANSWEI een OF eG dre. 


Question. Did not you mess with Captain 
Budding ton? 


Answer. Yes, sir; we messed with him. 


Question. Did not you know what he did with the 
papers? : 


a" Pe 
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ANSWCi ee Cldenotysknowewhatehée did oT saw some 
of them; I know many remarks were made about then; 
I understood some were burned; I cannot tell who did 


ce 


Question. Did anybody suggest that the papers 
should be sealed up? 


Answer. I did myself; that they should be sealed, 
boxed, and screwed down, and suggested it to Captain 
Buddington. 

Question. What did he say? 


Answer. He did not make any remark whatever, or 
merely nasceucua | a Danneahis papers. | 


Question. Did any come into your possession? 
ANLSWEe. aeeNOe evs I 


Question. Did anybody else suggest that they 
should be saved? 


Answer. It was talked Of s tUhaAtenise papers and 
books should be boxed and sealed. 


Question. What became of the account of his 
northern sledge journey? 


Answer. That was on board the ship. 

Quest Lon aeeDLan you .see mLuSe 

Answer. I did not see it. 

Question. Did he keep a regular journal daily? 

Answer. Yes, Sivee. belveve the did: iiethink it 
was one of the bound books; one that could not be put 
In a pOC Ke ue 


Question. When did you see that last? 


ANewer ee ebCLnsibeewea's 1a eter Captain Hall's 
death, and Captain Buddington was reading it. 


Question. While Captain Hall was in a delirious 
state did anybody meddle with his papers? 


PeNieues  Iyere qelqteiet UP Meqteiss wrepe ¢, 


ith 


Question. While he was delirious did Captain 
Buddington get him to burn up some papers? 


Answenm.. sie told meshe wasvglad thespapersawere 
burned, because they were: much against him; and he 
got him to burn then. 


Question. Did nobody see him burning them? 


ANSWER weuedO Tot knows lcheandal tata Lked ora on 
board* the snip asandel supposed vitaato beuchemtra oie 
There was something more in the journal that he would 
lUkKetonceD yOu asDuUG OLrcCOurse, ~nhesCoUl dio pl donate 
He told me that Captain Hall's handwriting was very 
De ciiaueran : 


Question. When Captain Buddington told you 
that he was very much relieved by Captain Hall's 
death, what did you understand to be the reason? 


ATICWe Gomi DCO Li neGapuciiwtal twas. TOO.Shr let 
for him-s audsi fe Captain hal Pehadyisved shemwould 
have continued on northward, and Captain Buddington 
knew) 5 hes dude notawiens HONe Omany Lanther north, 
aldusOncaptatimiad ws death waceam relic frontier pare 
Of Gaptarn Budd netons, Her dEde not eve nus reasons: 
Iedidsnotack hing esledidenot hear anybody telsersay 
hee feltere brevedebye.t. 


Question. Did Captain Buddington make these 
remarks stosyou alone 


Answer. He made them publicly, on board the 
Ships LoIinke.tewas .vonsoneror athe peoplLemwie 
are here. He is a careless-spoken man, and he 
certainly should not have made any such remarks. 
Perhaps he did not mean all he said; I hope he did 
Ser og. BS 


From the testimony of Frederick Meyer: 
Question. Did you ever know of Captain 
Buddington's being drunk on board ship? 


Answer. Yes, sir; he was drunk most always 
while we were going to the southward. I do not 
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remember whether he was drunk when we got. beset 
WLth> thigulaste roc me here Was Omiy0a LCOno LOT 
board, and he would brew beverages out of the 
alcohol; it was in the hold, and he had free access 
COjlt eel doenote know whatwner made orm t. sal Leena 
IMknOWsFi sat hatebesuseds th icmalconolem haters) ae 
heard of it. It was very common with him, whenever 
there was any danger, that he would Like to 

Cink eee : 


Question. How soon did you see Captain Hall 
after he returned from his sledge journey? 


Answer. The shore there is very low, and we could 
see from the observatory to the ship, and could see 
any person coming from the ship to the observatory, 
Onegolne tothe ship Wel saw Captain Halivand party 
returning, and I met him half way between the 
obsenva tory sands they snip.) I) hades'ome= conversation 
with him. I do not know whether anybody was with 
hime then 1) believe Captain Tyson, »but. lam not 
certain. « Somebody was with, him; but L?’could not, 6ay 
who it was. The conversation was such as is usual. 
IMasked "him: how he wfelt), “and siewas.very happy jto see 
himsback-» =Hestold me atathne. tinestnat he: teltevery 
Welle SS OOlnm-aLterward  lecamembpacke tor the 'hip sands L 
found Mc. Montonsbpusy tim cotting Gaptain Hallet osbed?. 
He had already complained about being sick, and while 
PWasStei ne cemhneswenlmetOnDedes  Lebnelt =netunned co Whhe 
observatory again. We had regular watches then, and 
my watch commenced. I only heard he was sick at his 
bowels when I came on board. Every time I came on 
board ship I saw him, because I lived in the same 
cabin. Dr. Bessels and the engineer, Schumann, and 
the steward and cook slept there also. I had only 
one conversation with Captain Hall while he was sick. 
That was after he became delirious. During the time 
that he was delirious, he had the idea that somebody 
intended to murder him. 


Question. What was done with Captain Hall's 
papers? 


Answer. They were taken charge of by Captain 
Buddington. There was no public examination of them. 
I have seen the outside of the papers many times, 
and have seen Captain Buddington looking at them. 
Hemhad theme Larc Gm CIT DOSIs Ml 


BLS) 


From the testimony of Ebierbing (Eskimo Joe): 


Question.’ How was Captain Hall's health during 
this journey [the sledge journey ]? 


Answer. Very good all the way and back; told 
me every time we stopped that he was happy; next 
spring would go farther north. When we reached the 
ship it was dark--before supper. 


Question. How was Captain Hall's health at this 
time? 


Answer. Very well, far as I know. 

Question. Did you go on board ship with him? 
Answer. Yes, Sui 

Question Wheres didy hes live Von, boardeship? 


AN SWet aneLivet ner CADiliogwt Lienert Decseis 
Mr. Schumann, the engineer, and Mr. Bryan. 


OuestLon  Diday Olle LvVemiietherscabin = 
Answer. In the cabin below. 
Question. When was Captain Hall taken sick? 


Answer. After supper somebody tell me Captain 
Hall was very sick just after he came on board. 


Question. swellius el lea out se eS 


Answers = He didenot) come@to suppers,  Ehen Liwent 
to see Hannah [Joe's wife]. I had driven sledge very 
hard. -and satterscuppermswent to velLeep*downmetaars. 
Captain, dialiedidpnouces tsupper sm DuteonlLyauoOok Cup OL 
GORLCCLIN Ledidenom ceeuhimecleteli ont sa. leoawehamenext 
Morniigeesunday Mernlne = shes did notespeak jaaHe 
remained abed. After breakfast he asked to speak to 
Meteercucays smiveny cick Laster oii eb uacked hin 
Whitt ele tiermatvers Hey says, 9 | dOsnOtsknOWe. Liou. 
CUD,OL CoOlLnec a win a Lattiveswhile veryecick and 
VOMLbEIne oaenerwaseeick the firs & Limemuvyo -Omai bree 
days. Complained of stomach, headache, and bone-ache. 
After he got better I go to:see him every day, every 
night. After a while something the matter with head. 
Didenot knowsanytuinos wrerhaps. crazy. @ J -tiied=sco 
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Speak yo lmemelemdtdenotekniow mer: 1 Wwlsh. tO, a.tay, 
Wilthehim mmoapratnehal le calledames tous tay, watt ena: 
Attershe  cotepetter, 1 “askeds him whatemade himmsick. 
HegSaAy cee ed OleterllOW um Very DOGY awell tmtiO1Oiseaned aici’. 
iestaid with hime »L said l-was very *gladohe was 
better) Hewsagd 17 havesbeen sacks Wontt.cnow 
whether Lewalieslivesor note!) —leasked hams. JDoryvou 
KUOW! WhateelsematctercWmanielcave wT cant atell whiateie 
the matter... “Badestomach. ‘Very ‘bad stomach.** Arter 
getting breakfast I wanted to find out what was the 
Mavcerswithehineeenay man came downy 1ibo, ties eab1n sand 
he said nothing to me more. After that Hannah talked 
COmhim- Every morning, f was absent sea behunting syed 
overheard Captain Buddington talk: about Captain Hall. 
I wanted to hear. Captain Buddington said he was 
sick again. Did@noteknowsme:. «Once: ineay wines ne 
Called We titalloo.. Joe!  ihenudi.d noteknow me. olWwo 
nights he was very sick. Died two nights and one day 
acre 


Question.» Did he epeak to youragaine 

Answer. Last time did not know me. Wanted 
Gyan coldawa toca =. tuntecmuOns bear lOmin i sae He dad 
not know me. Iegave hima classyoft water.’ Hescould 
not swallow it. It came from his nose. 

Question. How long was he sick altogether? 

Answer. I think about two weeks. 

Question. Did he say anything else? 


Answer. Nothing else. 


Question. He did not say anything about being 
poisoned? 


Answer. Veo wecomer tine” mabecan: i Le llacures 
ALter Cenuinouomshilpehnesacgkedmwme: Now doe. adid. you 
drinksbad *coticec =e DetoLdahimena.. lididunot.~Leel 
sick. 

OUes tion ble yoUNdc LINK Oumrle asain oo. Lee 

Answer. I do not know; the cook gave it to me. 


Question. What more did Captain Hall say? 


Answer. That the coffee made him sick. 
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Question. Was that when you first went to 
see him? 


AUSWC Gee 1Les'. 
Question. Did he talk to you afterward? 


Answer. No; that was the last time he talked in 
that way. 


Rromethe stestimony, Ofte) Onn Herron, steward: 


Question. Do you know if Captain Buddington 
ever. courdrunk? 


ANnsSWenow SOUswanu tne eCruth es iemucueaniswer you 
when you ask me. He did, both before and after 
Captain’ Hall's death; oftener after than before. 
GaptainvHallemustehaveseseenciteon Nimeseveral itimess 
Captain Buddington came to me and wanted me to give 
him some liquor; he said he put a case in the store- 
ROOM that was*nou on my List: (sowl went. toiCaptain 
Hall and asked if he would be kind enough to put the 
liquer Snisthesmacazine.. Yoleask Captain Hall anything: 
HeswouUlds OOked tate ne bnewimien tp eluciices Hemdid thas 
Duvets pdidntecave: dec hem cooks tmawayeandel -dadnit 
have vany more. tosdO—swi theait« 


Question. Did you ever see any of the other 
officers, except Captain Buddington, drunk? 


Auswern. NOs sur che y aise dast Ord riniky soul cae 
never saw them drunk. Captain Buddington, if he 
arinks at ally. must set ldrunk=. = Hesdrank whiskey 
while it lasted. I have seen him drink alcohol before 
we came away. There were several cases alcohol on 
boards the sship.#) when didneteknow where shea cot his 
drink-Erom,  "thoughtmhe must have, been atathe 
alconol. i couldn't dispute: anything with, che: captain 
of the ship. : 


ee ee 
; : ; ; sux y; ; 
eo er es ° 


My 
ae 


=} 
pe ba ai 4 ( Ae 
a 


nd Tie 


16 


From the testimony of Frederick Jamka, seaman: 


Captain Hall” then went to the north with 
Mr. Chester, Hans, and Joe; they were away about a 
fortnight, sandmachen came back, valli in good shealth: 
We were banking the ship. Captain Hall shook hands 
alle round), wenteaboard,. cot some ‘cotfee>- and ordered 
some for us, and we went about our business again. 
The next day he wae taken sick. He was ‘sick, 
believe “about 13 or L4idays;: I Jearned of, hissickness 
Eromeulie, Olt Moers al) saw.llm- once whisl.e she aware eke 
during church service im the cabin. “Once we sent 4 
Man ante comingulresarter.captain Halles healtheu, He 
returned and said Captain Hall was pretty bad; not in 
HLSwI oh bemande eee Otedn et iher-a bemidnweaiite ame aul y 
in the morning. One of the men went aft in the 
morning and met Captain Buddington. The captain said, 
‘Welk, Henry, there 1s saestone Lt my heart 8 Henry 
Sadie Why eso Meee Why seCaptaln yall ts dead.t! we vdid 
not like that very well. After a few days we buried 
him; eamshortenatit miles: nom sthes ship. wel benmGapra ln 
Buddington took command, and we finished our banking 
around the ship, and went into winter quarters. As 
PTaveas My ODI ONE OSSs machin eGaptaatwHhaldl dgedea 
natural death. Captain Buddington made fun of Captain. 
Hall a good many times among the men. Captain 
Buddinet onewasevery irvendiysto Captain Hall tall his 
back was turned. Captain Buddington was drunk very 
OL Ten aeeGaplan Dalal lwWwac awoOood smal wand 4) SunLct mans, 
and wanted every man to keep his place. Anybody that 
didethapucouldgcet alone awrthehim. 9 “Ateone timeva 
CONSULTA BHONGOLLOLtUCerswWwasmneld aluvw ai.caw) Gnem 
stand together. Captain Buddington did not want to 
PORLanciemenortn wandwhemLoLd  'Captaimcrhall he yhad 
better enot comarther: eyo Capltalnwtall nad a 
consultation about it. Captain Hall asked the opinions 
Orval. |Capradn=puddine bonmnad nolreasomitor not 
Wanting bOrcOntarthen. “Ate the-time “of othe consultation 
there was slack ice to the north, so that the vessel 
could steam farther. Captain Buddington then said 
AMOnge thercKrewems Whoever: Wante, LO co north, (letethem 
CO; DUEL WO) cu 


a Sigs 7 
f iG a 7 ‘4 nee : aD ale > % 
alias, a a A 


” 


av a - 
<<? ow 7 


eo 7 


7 
a 


sks 


IV 


The testimony of these men makes ie clearstna tena LL 
may have been murdered. Captain Budington, frightened at 
Deine@eso=lar nomrlieand wna Lingala llewased rink ing. heavy fay. 
Hall was in good health when he returned from his sledge 
journey and was taken i111 only after drinking a cup of 
COLleecy, lt hus aiiness and delerium, he Saad thatene shad 
been polsoned.. gALter abl stdeath, Caplan Bud ing Lon was 
seen reading his journals, and subsequently they disappeared. 
Budington expressed great relief at Hall's death. ~Although 
it 1s probable that Hall died of one of the illnesses 
Giscussed by Doctor Paddock in his report, the circumstances 


of his death are suspicious enough to warrant an autopsy. 
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There is another reason for opening Hall's grave: 
Dieu y hoy, MembeLc Ole Une POuinussexpedi ton returned 
COMUCHEROTAVe wil ROLUCrLOepUiumn Gemrll Deter, Orders sande ant. Lt 
they placed aicopper cylinder containing "The History of the 
Expeditions ebavia a SSooree Obviously rthercontentsmorechis 
cylinder are of great interest. They should be copied and 


photographed. 
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Vilhjalmur Stefansson, discussing the Laat Ripe 
that Hall was murdered in a memorandum dated 2 November 
Looe Commented= =.) he matter could probably be resolved 
Now, bt adesived ss ocmikely permannost nas ae preserved 
Hall's body in his NW Greenland grave that an exhumation and 
Doel mortem would sbe teaed bien) Siiapermission lis -¢ivensme %to 
exhume Hall's body, the post mortem would be done at 
Sravecide wy Li unembDodyelcs Darul yeprecerved j samplecmor tUlecile 
would be removed and preserved for later examination. If 
only a skeleton remains, then scrapings would be taken from 
thes Dott omaon the scorer. [See DocrorsrPaddockWsereport..| iin 
either case, Hall's remains would be returned to the erave, 
and the grave would be put back in proper order. (Repairs aes 
would be made on ne pUaGue—R aul OVe ruchicelravesDyethesNarcs 
expedition in 1875.) Hall is buried where he should be 


buried. 


VII 


ighave worked sonetaliss biography L£orcumore: than two 
years, using mainly original manuscript material. My book 
Ls tosbe- a full-scalesedetailed biography, bringing to Wight 
many hitherto unknown aspects of nineteenth-century arctic 


EXplLOne LON VesLlceLles tiimtinescauce,OL Hall \sodeath is 
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NOtWMerecemMorDidmcurvlogi ty. [heasearch=Pomitrubheands fact. 111 
history or biography is as important and should be as 


relentless acmlpel cul Twany.Ofithepsclenburtced sei plineer 


INTERNAL MEDICINE 
Franklin K. Paddock, M.D., F.A.C,P. 


Henry J. Wheelwright, M.D., F.A.C.P. 


Thomas C. Clifford, M.D, F.A.C.P. 
Richard D, Perera, M.D. 


THE BERKSHIRE MEDICAL GROUP 
369 SOUTH STREET 
PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 01201 


September 14, 1967 


Drs C.G. booms 
Darthnmouth College 
HanoVvierjelierh. 
Dears voomus:s 

Enclosed ia a summary of my conclusions 
as) Co) tnenposss olen ceusespois tne 1 inal 
wiiness oL ner les errancis ai. 

invaddation erevenclosed  succeswad 
methods: to be followed in investicating the 


validity of these causes should Eall be dis- 


interred. 


VOULS: MOstasincehony: 


Prankiarie dA. —aGdOCK tl sm. 


FKP/ba 


Telephone: 
448-8263 
Area Code: 413 


CAUSE OF DES TA 

Charles Francis Hall, an American exolorer, died on November 8, 1871 in 
his cabin on tne S.S. Polaris then lying just off the coast in the ice north- 
west of Creéenland, 

Hall, at nis death, was 50 years old. He hac had extensive experience 
and contacu With the arctic during =the previous several years. “He hadisailed 
from New York on June 29, 1871 and from July 11 to August 24th nad had some 
7 convacts with settlements along the southwest coast of Greenland. There- 
after he nad no human contacts outside of his own expedition members until 
the vOnsebL of nis findl iliness, avoromimately 2 months later. 


A 


TOCeMOS LElIKely (caousesmoiedali's dean, anocar, tolme tO .bes 


1) Subarachnoid Henorrhacé. Hall complainéd of violent headaches starting 


~ 


a00we, November 21st fol lovregs on d1sserrivaiwel tne Poliris arter a short 
Side trip, by vomiting, diarrhea and paralysis (probably left-sided). He 
apoerencly recoverea come vely sor aimost completely Tromithisvonly to. suzzer 


a recurrence a 1éw days) laverswith celérium end coma, Geath occuring ao oroxi- 


2 


. 


Macvely 17 (days aiver tas Garliestesymo cons. = inese symotoms and the course 
Of his -aliness) arevourve Comatlolesiwi tna, Secuent Sequence Jol this, condivion. 
2) Trichinosis.. Hall's symptoms came on shortly after catine raw pork. 

ahUsene nad eaven, saccorcaneeuo nse ouwn os tawemene, «wnale On «a fortnhiche's 

trip onto the mainland from the shipvin the company of the first mate and the 
Squimaux, Joe and Hannan. The vork had been brought from the United 
ptaves and could well nave been contaminated with this worm, the incscestion 
of which leads to a disease which can give a chain on symptoms similar to 
Halls. | Ltiis taousl,. Unusical errors tucre .wO uve a srelavivelyeSymovom=rrec 
period between Ghe onset of severe sympcons andi death. 

3) Virus Zncenhailitis. During the past several years a varietyof virus 
diseases affecting the human nervous system have been recognized as appearing 


in the circumpolar regions. ("Skureyri" disease, benign myalgic encephalo- 


myelitis, first described in Iceland in 1948 is the prototype. ) 
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That fall's last possible source of such an infection occurred two months 
before his final illness does not vreclude this diagnosis which is quite 
in keepinc with these symptoms < 
4) Poisonine. During his terminal illness Hall accused various persons 
On Shipboard of poisoning him. Just after returning from his side trip he 
was given coffec which he thought was responsible for making him vomit shortly 


vacrearter. aven though such accusations may have been the result of deleriun, 


- 


me) 


their presence suggests that Hall had considered such a possibility. However, 
in my 30 years of medical experience delusions of this particular nature are 
excessively rare. Of possibly available poisons, strychnine and lead seen 
the most likely in view of his symotoms and’ course. 

Tnere is also the possibility, that Hall might have deen poisoned by on 


af a 


of his shipmates over a longer period of time. The most likely chronic poison 
BLSOmMLO, vals .Chaun. Ol, symotons uSatead 
DISING SAINT 
A disinternment of Yall could settle some of the above questions. The 
state of his body will be a large factor in this since superficial burial 
necessitated by the permafrost may result in the total destruction of body 
tissues by magesous during the summer months}. however he was buried in a coffin 
built by the shio's carpenter. Pieces of all available organs, varticularly 
the brain and liver and Kidneys, should be obtained by needle or open 


necropsy, and preserved for later Gxminations in a suitable medium. Such 


examinations should include microscopic sectioning for any evidence of the 
first 3 diagnoses, virus culture, and chemical examination to detect poisons. 
If the body has been destroyed by larvae then Samples "oi the soil underd yine 
the body should be subjected to analysis and compared with "backeround" soil 
obtained at some distance from the grave. 

* * * * * x 


The undersigned, currently the senior partner of the Berkshire Medical 
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narvard Medical School. He took his postgraduate training at the Presbyterian 


Hospital inoNew YorkyCivy anda ine. Peter Bent: Srignam: Hospitel.in Boston. 


$) 


ile has publisned a number=or selenti fic. papers, on medical subjects ands) a 
hollow on therwimericansColevetor Pnysicrens and.of tne smerican .Claniveal 


and Climatological Association astwell as of numerous otner scientific 


+ 


organizations. Incidentally he is an Active Member of The Explorers Club 


and nasled four expeditions into unexplored areas. of Peru. 
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REPORT ON Tdi FOLARIS FROWONTORY EXPEDITION 


In Aveust, 1968, with the permission of the 
Ministry orsGreeniant il wravelléd. with a party of tnre 
other wen to northiest Greenland*s Polaris Promontory. 
primary purpose of tne expedition was to disinter and pe 
form an autopsy on the rewains of Charles Francis Halil, 
who died at Polaris Promontory on November 8, 1871. For 
background on Hall's deatn and my reasons for wishing to 
disinter AA» see my “Request for Permission to Exhume 
tne Remains of Charles francis tlall," submitted to the 


Ministry for Greenland in October, 1967 (copy enclosed). 


I Merbers: 
ieebrorecsor ¢.C., Loomis, Lepartment of bnglish, 


Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire. 


2; Doctor Franklin Paddock, Berkshire Medical 


Group, Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 


3. William Barrett, President, Berxshire Engineerin 


Corporation, Great Barrington, Massachusetts, 


4, Thomas Gignoux, student at Columbia University, 
New Yorx City. 
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EAS Ap 
C) II Itinerary: 
Julyno0. loss Nordair scheduled flight, Montreal 


to Resolute Bay, N.W.@. 
July 3l-Ausust 1 Weathered in, Resolute Bay 


August 2 Atlas Aviation Single Otter, 


Resolute Bay to Tanquary Fiord 


August 3 Atlas Aviation Single Otter,’ 


Tanquary Fiord to Alert 
August 3-5 Weathered in, Alert 


August 6 Atlas Aviation Single Otter, Alert 


to Polaris Promontory 
August 6-15 Polaris Promontory 


Ausust 16 Atlas Aviation Single :Otter, Polaris 


Promontory to Resolute Bay 
August 17-18 Resolute Bay 


August 19 Nordair scheduled fliznt, Resolute 


Bay to Montreal 


I had intended to spend several days at Lady 
Franklin Bay, Ellesmere Island, pnotosraphing the site of 
Fort Congor, but weather conditions prevented this, and 
we flew directly from Alert to Polaris Promontory on 


Ausust 6 rather than stopping at Lady Franklin Bay as planned, 
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ily Activities at Polaris) Promontory 

On Aucust 6, after landing within a mile of 
Hall's grave, we estnblished a camp on a plateau directly 
above the coastline about one-nalf mile south of Hall's 
grave. (See map. On ovr departure fron Polaris Promontory 
we lettiwawcachesotaboul one hundred units of emergency 
rations near the campsite beside a very prominent boulder). 
We spent tne remainder of the day photographing the grave 
and the site of the Polaris Observatory, which is about 
five hundred yards northeast of the grave and directly above 
the coast. 

On Wednesday August 7 we disinterred Hall‘*s remains. 
Hali's grave is marked by a bronze tablet at its foot, 
erected by the Nares Expedition in 1876. At the head, 
now toppled over face down, is the original wooden headboard, 
still lezible. The coffin of white pine, very well preserved 
and retaining its light hue, was eishteen inches under the 
‘surface. The bottom inch of the coffin had sunk into 
permafrost and ratner than try to remove it: from the 
grave we decided to léaveuit tnere. 

On opening tne coffin we were struck with an 
odor of decayins flesh, which came. as a surprise’ considering 
that Hell was buried ninety seven years ago. The following 


passage is from Doctor Paddock's report on the autOPdy; 


"In the open coffin, the upper nalf was seen 
to be occupied by the shave of a body wrapped in an 


American flas, the stars rolded over the face and 
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sees 
extending down over the trunk to a transverse ridge, 
apparently his arms folded across his upper abdozen. 
Beyond this ridge and half filling the other end | 
of the coffin was a sheet of opaque ice through 
which protruded two fect encased in heavy grey 
woolen socks... With forceps the flag was gently-- 
and witnovt difficulty--peeled back from tne head 
portion. The face was intact except that the eyes 
were empty sockets and the tip of the nose wag 
shrunken and darkly discolored. The hair of-the 
head and beard were a rust brown. The skin appeared 
normal and of a fairly natural texture although some- 
what darkened and stained by the flag. 

The upper half of the body underneath tne flag 
was dressed in a dark blue, double-breasted jacket 
witn wide lapels. Beneath this was a double-breasted 
vest of the same material overlying wnite cotton 
underwear. The head rested on a pllliow to which 
it was frozen and tne lower half of tne body below 
the frozen, immobile arms was hidden by the opaque 
ice except for the protruding feet. The body was 
measured to be 5 feet 8 inches long. 

The autopsy was performed witn the prosector 
standing in the grave and straddling the open coffin. 
When a few scalp hairs were picked up with forceps, 

a piece of attached scalp broke off witn the hair 


roots. When the tip of a long fingernail 
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ras Lifted the Violet insen stvip orokes offen 

fact both nands were rather dry and shrunken, the back 
of tne left hand being sufficiently so that the 
extensor finger tendons and the underlying small 

bones were partially visible. 

When the jacket, vest era! undervesr were peeled 
back the skin of the chest was seen to be wnite except 
in the center where there was some blue staining 
presumably from the suit dye. A Y-shaped incision 
was made through the superficial chest wall but the 
skin could not be easily removed from the underlying 
rib cage. Where this was dons, however, the under- 
lying muscle tissue was found to be metamorpnosed, 
pernaps by a combination of freezing and drying, to a 


Slightly off white and very friable material which 


shredded easily with the consistency of overcooked fish. 


The chest cavity was then openod up by cutting across 
the ribs witn a heavy knife, accomplished without 
great force, and tne chest cavity entered. 

Tne areas normally occupied by the lungs were 
empty. Only the central part of the chest cavity, the 
area of the mediastinum, contained tissue and this was 
of the same friable consistency as the chest muscle; 
it too was almost colorless. Tnese tissues were quite 
anorpnous with only a suggestion of the whorls of 
heart muscle. The cartilaginous structures of the 


trachea and the start of the bronchial tree just past 


ees ge 


its first major subdivisions were intact and were 
stained a moderate dark brown. No other structures 
were identifiable. 

Because of the rigid overlying folded armas, 
only the upper portion of tne abdominal was visible 
and available as a source of “sree Like the chest 
cavity this too was almost empty. The intestines 
were represented by a tnin, white, ribbon-like 
structure. The spaces normally occupied by the liver 
and pancreas were occupied by a small amount of the 
same whitish structureless material present elsewhere, 

Tne cranium was orened by removing a roughly tri- 
angular section of the forehead using a hand saw. 

The bone was of a normal hard consistency and was 

cut with difficulty since tne frozen pillow von which 
the head lay curled up over the temporal areas. When 
this piece of bone was renoved, the cranial vault was 
found to be a dark void. “Inside, onlysat the very 
base of the skull in the neighborhood of tne major 
skull opening, tne foramen magnum, was found a small 
amount of amorphous tissue. 

Small portions of all of the above material were 
put into plastic bottles containing the preservatives 
formalin, acetone, slycerol and gelyceraldenyde. In 
addition’ the nair ~ naidy witmy fingertip, andaitwo 


pieces of tne rediastinal tissue were put into a 
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dry plastic bottle. “Ine trianzilar skulle section 

was encased in plastic wrapping. All of this 
material, in a small neavy metal tool box, was 
delivered to the Pathology Laboratory of the Berkshire 
Medical Center, Pittsfield, Mass. 12 days after the 


autopsy was done." 


After the autopsy was completed, Hall's body was 
put back into as good condition as possible, the 1id of the 
coffin was replaced and the grave was refilled. 


During the disinterment we nad watched closely 


for the cannister and document supposedly buried in the 


grave but it} was not until after the grave had been refilled 
that we found it--directly under the broken wooden support 
for the origcinel hesdboard. We removed the cannister and 

J] Jeter buried in jAts piacere canscontainingeta report of 

our proceedings. Tnais cannister and the document contained 
therein are being sent to the Ministry for Greenland. 

Both motion picture and still pnotosraphs were 
taken of tne autopsy. Hnclosed are sone of the still 
photozrephs. 

During the remaining eight days at Polaris 
Promontory we examined and photographed the Polaris 
Observatory, tne coastline, and the interior plain. At 
the observatory we found a blue bottle with the raised 
word POISON on it. Findings this bottle was more a remarkable 


coincidence tnan a significant discovery. It is obvious 


~ 


a Mee 


that a scientific expedition weuld carry various poisons, 
and Che: observatory. Was an obvious place for Some of ie se 
poisons to be kept. 


I had intended to cross the hiznlands tfo the 
“‘~.- * 


northeast of tne grave and zc “Ww wagre I have 

reason to, believer tiere is anton... mew. Wadrh built by 

Frederick Meyers of tne Polaris txpedition. Unfortunately 

the ceiling lowered soon after the autopsy and to make the 
1 


forty mile hike across the highlands in fog would have 


been foolhardy. 
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Explorer’s death: Poison 
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HANOVER, N.H. — Evidence from an autopsy indicates - 


Charles Francis Hall, who died 97 years ago in North Green- 
land while trying to reach the North Pole, was poisoned 


- with arsenic. Dr. Chuncey Loomis Jr., who is writing Hall’s 


biography, exhumed the body after reading a transcript of 
a Navy investigation which said Hall died of natural causes, 

Hall had died following two weeks of violent illness, 
after drinking a cup of coffee, during which he said be was 
being pcisoned, Loomis said. 

Dr, Franklin Baddock of Pittsfield, Mass., performed an 
autopsy on Hall's body and sent samples to the Toronto 
Centre for Forensic Sciences. 
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Explorer's death: poison. 


